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How is it that the United States—the country that cherishes the ideal of private property more than any other
in the world—has chosen to set aside nearly one-third of its territory as public lands? Considering this
intriguing question, Randall K. Wilson traces the often-forgotten ideas of nature that have shaped the
evolution of America’s public land system. The result is a fresh and probing account of the most pressing
policy and management challenges facing national parks, forests, rangelands, and wildlife refuges today.

The author explores the dramatic story of the origins of the public domain, including the century-long push
toward privatization and the subsequent emergence of a national conservation ideal. Arguing that we cannot
fully understand one type of public land without understanding its relation to the rest of the system, he
provides in-depth accounts of the different types of public lands. Including chapters on national parks,
national forests, wildlife refuges, Bureau of Land Management lands, and wilderness areas, Wilson examines
key turning points and major policy debates for each land type. He considers questions of bison and elk
management and recent disputes over fire policy, roadless areas, mining claims, and grazing fees. This
comprehensive overview offers a chance to rethink our relationship with America’s public lands, including
what it says about the way we relate to, and value, nature in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Williams:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book America's Public Lands: From Yellowstone to
Smokey Bear and Beyond will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Keri Yokum:

The book America's Public Lands: From Yellowstone to Smokey Bear and Beyond will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book America's Public Lands: From Yellowstone to
Smokey Bear and Beyond is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Leroy Raymond:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve America's Public Lands: From Yellowstone to Smokey Bear
and Beyond was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book you wanted.

Mark Nixon:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and America's Public Lands: From Yellowstone
to Smokey Bear and Beyond or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes America's Public Lands: From Yellowstone to Smokey Bear and Beyond
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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