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This is a readable, informative and up-to-date account of the patterns and controls on biodiversity. The
author describes major trends in species richness, along with uncertainties in current knowledge. The various
possible explanations for past and present species patterns are discussed and explained in an even-handed
and accessible way. The implications of global climate change and habitat loss are considered, along with
current strategies for preserving what we have.

This book examines the state of current understanding of species richness patterns and their explanations. As
well as the present day world, it deals with diversification and extinction, in the conservation of species
richness, and the difficulties of assessing how many species remain to be discovered. The scientifically
compelling subject of vegetation-climate interaction is considered in depth.

Written in an accessible style, the author offers an up-to-date, rigorous and yet eminently comprehensible
overview of the ecology and biogeography of species richness. He departs from the often heavy approach of
earlier texts, without sacrificing rigor and depth of information and analysis.

Prefacing with the aims of the book, Chapter 1 opens with an explanation of latitudinal gradients, including a
description of major features of the striking gradients in species richness, exceptions to the rule,
explanations, major theories and field and experimental tests. The following chapter plumbs the depth of
time, including the nature of the fossil record, broad timescale diversity patterns, ecosystem changes during
mass extinctions and glaciations and their influence on species richness. Chapters 3 and 4 consider hotspots
and local scale patterns in species richness while Chapter 5 looks at the limitations and uncertainties on
current estimates of richness, the last frontiers of species diversity and the process of identifying new life
forms. The last three chapters cover humans and extinctions in history and prehistory, current habitat and
global change, including the greenhouse effect, and the race to preserve what we still have, including parks,
gene banks and laws.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

The book Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis Books) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis Books)? A few of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of
Life (Springer Praxis Books) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lela Koehn:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important usually. The book Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis
Books) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information.
It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life
(Springer Praxis Books) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship using the book Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis
Books). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Juan Turgeon:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis Books) your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get ahead of. The Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer Praxis
Books) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details
for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Sandra Passmore:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve Species Richness: Patterns in the Diversity of Life (Springer
Praxis Books) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research



competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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