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German Literature on the Middle East explores the dynamic between German-speaking and Middle Eastern
states and empires from the time of the Crusades to the end of the Cold War. This insightful study
illuminates the complex relationships among literary and other writings on the one hand, and economic,
social, and political processes and material dimensions on the other. Focusing on German-language literary
and nonfiction writings about the Middle East (including historical documents, religious literature, travel
writing, essays, and scholarship), Nina Berman evaluates the multiple layers of meaning contained in these
works by emphasizing the importance of culture contact; a wide web of political, economic, and social
practices; and material dimensions as indispensible factors for the interpretive process.

This analysis of literary and related writing reveals that German views about the Middle East evolved over
the centuries and that various forms of action toward the Middle East differed substantially as well. Ideas
about religion, culture, race, humanism, nation, and modernity, which emerged successively but remain
operative to this day, have fashioned Germany's changed attitudes toward the Middle East. Exploring the
interplay between textual discourses and social, political, and economic practices and materiality, German
Literature on the Middle East offers insights that challenge accepted approaches to the study of literature,
particularly approaches that insist on the centrality of the linguistic construction of the world. In addition,
Berman presents evidence that the German encounter with the Middle East is at once distinct and yet at the
same time characterized by patterns shared with other European countries. By addressing the individual
nature of the German encounter in the larger European context, this study fills a considerable gap in current
scholarship.

The interdisciplinary approach of German Literature on the Middle East will be of interest to the humanities
in general, and specifically to scholars of German studies, comparative literature, Middle Eastern studies,
and history.

Nina Berman is Professor of Comparative Studies at The Ohio State University.

Jacket image: Map of Europe by Giovanni Magini, from his “Geography.” Venice, [1598]. From the
University of Michigan Map Library. 

Political Map of the World, April 2008.  From the University of Texas Perry-Castañeda Library, Map
Collection.
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From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book German Literature on the Middle
East: Discourses and Practices, 1000-1989 (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany). All
type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

James Goldman:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled German Literature on the
Middle East: Discourses and Practices, 1000-1989 (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in
Germany) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Daryl Thurmond:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love German Literature on the
Middle East: Discourses and Practices, 1000-1989 (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in
Germany), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Adam Youngblood:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book German Literature on the Middle East: Discourses and Practices, 1000-1989
(Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read



a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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