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Is philosophy obsolete? Are the ancient questions still relevant in the age of cosmology and neuroscience,
not to mention crowd-sourcing and cable news? The acclaimed philosopher and novelist Rebecca Newberger
Goldstein provides a dazzlingly original plunge into the drama of philosophy, revealing its hidden role in
today’s debates on religion, morality, politics, and science.
 
At the origin of Western philosophy stands Plato, who got about as much wrong as one would expect from a
thinker who lived 2,400 years ago. But Plato’s role in shaping philosophy was pivotal. On her way to
considering the place of philosophy in our ongoing intellectual life, Goldstein tells a new story of its origin,
re-envisioning the extraordinary culture that produced the man who produced philosophy.
 
But it is primarily the fate of philosophy that concerns her. Is the discipline no more than a way of biding our
time until the scientists arrive on the scene? Have they already arrived? Does philosophy itself ever make
progress? And if it does, why is so ancient a figure as Plato of any continuing relevance? Plato at the
Googleplex is Goldstein’s startling investigation of these conundra. She interweaves her narrative with
Plato’s own choice for bringing ideas to life—the dialogue.
 
Imagine that Plato came to life in the twenty-first century and embarked on a multicity speaking tour. How
would he handle the host of a cable news program who denies there can be morality without religion?  How
would he mediate a debate between a Freudian psychoanalyst and a tiger mom on how to raise the perfect
child? How would he answer a neuroscientist who, about to scan Plato’s brain, argues that science has
definitively answered the questions of free will and moral agency? What would Plato make of Google, and
of the idea that knowledge can be crowd-sourced rather than reasoned out by experts? With a philosopher’s
depth and a novelist’s imagination and wit, Goldstein probes the deepest issues confronting us by allowing
us to eavesdrop on Plato as he takes on the modern world.

(With black-and-white photographs throughout.)
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From reader reviews:

Gary Bloomfield:

The book Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away to be your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like start and read a book Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy
Won't Go Away. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

William Jimenes:

The book Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Plato
at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Molly Marquis:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away.

Stacy Brooks:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away can make you feel more



interested to read.
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