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A modern investigation of the case of a young Victorian woman who claimed to have survived for twelve
years without food.

In 1865, eighteen-year-old Mollie Fancher began suffering a myriad of ailments that included paralysis,
spasms, blindness, and trances. Treated with electric shocks, rolled in wet sheets, and fitted with an "ice
jacket," Mollie took to her bed in Brooklyn, New York, and stayed there for the rest of her life.

Her story became an international sensation. Fought over by scientists and philosophers, called a
"psychological marvel" and a fraud, Mollie was, for more than a decade, reportedly able to "live on air."

In one six-month period alone, she apparently ate nothing more than four teaspoons of milk punch, two
teaspoons of wine, one small banana, and a cracker.

But what really happened in Mollie's home? How, and how much, did she eat? Was she willfully deceptive
or simply hysterical, emotionally disturbed, delusional? In The Fasting Girl, Michelle Stacey searches for the
true story of the Fancher case, delving into such fascinating phenomena as medieval anorexia mirabilis
(fasting saints), the tragic wave of copycat Victorian fasting girls, and the dawn of the Age of Neurosis. This
riveting literary history evokes such bestsellers as The Professor and the Madman and The Murder of Helen
Jewett as it explores the social and technological upheaval of a post-Darwinian, doubting era that very much
mirrors our own.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Cardwell:

This The Fasting Girl: A True Victorian Medical Mystery book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This The Fasting Girl: A True Victorian Medical Mystery without we recognize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Fasting Girl:
A True Victorian Medical Mystery can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The Fasting Girl: A True
Victorian Medical Mystery having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Sandra Alexander:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Fasting Girl: A True Victorian Medical Mystery book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The
Fasting Girl: A True Victorian Medical Mystery content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it.
So , do you still thinking The Fasting Girl: A True Victorian Medical Mystery is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Tasha Banda:

Precisely why? Because this The Fasting Girl: A True Victorian Medical Mystery is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Billy Migliore:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Fasting Girl: A True Victorian
Medical Mystery, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind



of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.
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