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The literature of the Gettysburg Address tends to fall into one of two extremes. At one end are those books
that maintain that Lincoln wrote his speech hastily, even on a scrap of paper on the train en route from
Washington to Gettysburg. In this version, Lincoln delivered his remarks to an uncomprehending public,
which applauded politely, failing to appreciate his genius. Many of the books that argue this point of view
are out of print today, but the myths and legends live on.At the other end of the spectrum are those books that
argue that Lincoln's remarks were written with great care and that they altered the course of the Civil War,
even of the country. This point of view exalts the Gettysburg Address at the expense of the Emancipation
Proclamation, which had been made public eleven months earlier.Gabor Boritt, a Lincoln and Civil War
scholar who teaches at Gettysburg College and lives in an old farmhouse adjacent to the battlefield, says that
Lincoln's remarks were written rapidly, though not at the last minute, and they received attention, though not
nearly so much attention as the lengthy remarks of the featured speaker, Edward Everett. But Lincoln's
address was largely forgotten for decades afterward. It had no effect on the Civil War and played no role in
American history until the twentieth century.Boritt narrates the events of November 19, 1863, as well as the
events preceding and following the dedication of the soldiers' cemetery, which was the occasion for Lincoln's
remarks. He describes the conditions in Gettysburg in the aftermath of the battle-the stench of rotting corpses
of horses and mules filling the air, wounded soldiers occupying hospitals and houses everywhere, and the
damage done to roads and houses that were still being repaired when the cemetery was dedicated. He
describes Lincoln's arrival by train, the cheering crowds that applauded the president that night before the
ceremony, and the events of the great day itself, as well as the immediate aftermath of the ceremonies as the
town tried to return to its pre-battle life.Boritt's vivid narrative is filled with colorful, little-known details. It
re-creates the events, but it also assesses the significance of Lincoln's remarks and places them in their
proper historical context as no book has before, showing how the remarks that were quickly forgotten took
on a new life decades later and became the most famous speech in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

The book The Gettysburg Gospel: The Lincoln Speech That Nobody Knows can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing
like a book The Gettysburg Gospel: The Lincoln Speech That Nobody Knows? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book The Gettysburg Gospel: The Lincoln Speech That Nobody Knows
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jeffrey Ramsey:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Gettysburg Gospel: The
Lincoln Speech That Nobody Knows is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sarah Petty:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Gettysburg Gospel: The Lincoln Speech That Nobody Knows can be
great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Matthew Simons:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native or
citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
The Gettysburg Gospel: The Lincoln Speech That Nobody Knows we can take more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The Gettysburg Gospel: The
Lincoln Speech That Nobody Knows. You can more pleasing than now.
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