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When this classic work was first published in 1976, its central tenet--more is not necessarily better--placed it
in direct conflict with mainstream thought in economics. Within a few years, however, this apparently
paradoxical claim was gaining wide acceptance. Scitovsky's ground-breaking book was the first to apply
theories of behaviorist psychology to questions of consumer behavior and to do so in accessible, non-
technical language. Setting out to analyze the failures of our consumerist lifestyle, Scitovsky concluded that
people's need for stimulation is so vital that it can lead to violence if not satisfied by novelty--whether in
challenging work, art, fashion, gadgets, late-model cars, or scandal.
Though much of the book stands as a record of American post-war prosperity and its problems, the revised
edition also takes into account recent social and economic changes. A new preface and a foreword by
economist Robert Frank cover some of these issues. Two revised chapters discuss the assimilation of
counter-cultural ideas throughout American society, especially ideas concerning the quality of life. Scitovsky
draws fascinating connections between the new elite of college-educated consumers and the emergence of a
growing underclass plagued by drugs and violence, perceptively tracing the reactions of these disparate
groups to the problems of leisure and boredom. In the wake of the the so-called "decade of greed" and amidst
calls for a "kinder, gentler" society, The Joyless Economy seems more timely than ever.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Davis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Joyless
Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Joyless
Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books)is the main
one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Diane Russel:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this The Joyless
Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books).

Emily Scott:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction
and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity
to you.

Willis Harrington:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then



ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and
Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books).
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