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Wielding their swords in the name of their faith, the crusaders originally set out to reclaim Jerusalem and its
surrounding territory in the Middle East. Increasingly, however, Eastern Europe and the last remaining
bastions of pagan Europe became the targets of their religious zeal.

The era officially began in 1147, when the Saxons, Danes, and Poles, responding to Pope Eugene III's call,
initiated a crusade against the Wends of the Southern Baltic. This was followed by crusades against the
Livonians, Estonians, Finns, Prussians, and Lithuanians. By the 13th century much of the responsibility for
sustaining these crusades fell to the Teutonic Knights, a military order formed in the Holy Land in 1190.
They were aided by the constant support of the Roman pontiff and by a steady flow of mercenaries from
throughout Christendom.

The subsequent Scandinavian campaigns laid the foundations of modern Baltic society by destroying pagan
rural farming settlements, and establishing fortified Christian towns and major castles. As with the majority
of crusades, the prospective acquisition of land and power was the one of the key driving forces behind these
bloody military expeditions.

This book reveals the colorful history of these Crusades when the soldiers of the Pope fought their way
across Eastern Europe and inexorably changed the future of the continent.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Scandinavian Baltic Crusades 1100-1500 (Men-at-Arms)
can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Graciela Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Scandinavian Baltic Crusades 1100-1500
(Men-at-Arms) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Scandinavian Baltic
Crusades 1100-1500 (Men-at-Arms) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This
is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Edward Brown:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Scandinavian Baltic Crusades 1100-1500 (Men-at-Arms) offer you a new experience in
reading through a book.

Mitchell Wilder:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is The Scandinavian Baltic Crusades 1100-1500 (Men-at-Arms). This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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