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For three years, Ruth E. Ray visited and participated in eight writing groups at six senior centers in inner-city
and suburban Detroit, looking for ways in which the elderly fashion their memories through personal
narrative. Her innovative book involves the reader in the construction of life stories as a richly rewarding and
highly social process that often reveals the types of relationships that dominate the lives of group members,
the majority of whom are women.

Because Ray wrote and responded herself and shares her anxiety and triumph in presenting her writing to
women old enough to be her mother, some of a different race and class, Beyond Nostalgia is an excellent
primer for professionals working with diverse groups in a variety of settings. It is also an important
contribution to the emerging field of feminist gerontology. Ray's book demonstrates its own thesis that the
presentation and negotiation of life stories in writing groups initiates change and personal growth among
older people.

Drawing on personal observations, the give-and-take of meeting conversations, lengthy interviews, and the
life stories themselves, Ray tells a story of adult development through personal narrative. She recreates the
group process through which age peers begin to articulate what life means, both individually and
collectively. The writing groups of older adults that Ray studied challenged their members to consider not
just cultural influences, but generational effects on the evolving content and structure of their life stories.

Age, Ray argues, has been largely ignored by feminists and she makes a strong case for the need to learn
how women make meaning of their lives across the life span. As an important document and analysis of that
process, Beyond Nostalgia should appeal to academics and practitioners in women's studies, composition
studies, gerontology, developmental psyschology, sociology, social work, and linguistics, and to anyone who
works with older people.
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Beyond Nostalgia (Age Studies) was making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
reserve Beyond Nostalgia (Age Studies) is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship while using book Beyond Nostalgia (Age Studies). You never feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Lana Spalding:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Beyond Nostalgia (Age
Studies) book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Martin Thomas:

The book untitled Beyond Nostalgia (Age Studies) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you
in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Michael Torres:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Beyond Nostalgia (Age Studies) was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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