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Andrew Jackson spoke to Americans in ways that reflected the concerns of a young nation. Grover
Cleveland helped citizens redefine themselves after the havoc of the Civil War era. FDR confronted
widespread hardship with hope and determination, while Eisenhower spoke to our fears of the Communist
menace. Throughout our history, presidents by their very utterances have shaped our sense of who we are as
Americans.

As Mary Stuckey observes, presidents embrace, articulate, and reinvigorate our sense of national identity.
They define who Americans are often by declaring who they aren't. In this book, she shows how presidential
speech has served to broaden the American political community over the past two centuries while at the
same time excluding others.

Ranging broadly from Andrew Jackson to Bill Clinton and George W. Bush, Stuckey demonstrates how
presidents accomplish the dual enactment of inclusion and exclusion through their rhetorical and political
choices. Our early leaders were preoccupied with balancing the growing nation; later presidents were
concerned with the nature and definitions of citizenship. By examining the political speeches of presidents
exemplifying distinctly different circumstances, she presents a series of snapshots which, when taken
together, reveal both the continuity and the changes in our national self-understanding.

Ambitious and sweeping, Stuckey's work documents the tactics that have naturalized and legitimated
inclusion and exclusion, tracing the progress of groups such as women and African Americans from political
invisibility to partial visibility and eventual inclusion. She also shows how the terms of inclusion have varied
with changing political winds, helping us understand how depictions of the powerless by the powerful reflect
and influence the status of various groups.

Stuckey's analysis shows how presidents use language rooted in their times and circumstances to frame and
influence contemporary definitions of citizenship. A provocative book that documents the changes in our
understanding of who is and who isn't one of "us," Defining Americans reveals that all presidents draw upon
the same set of national ideals, values, and events but not all use those ideas in precisely the same ways.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Kimmel:

This Defining Americans: The Presidency and National Identity are generally reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Defining Americans: The Presidency and
National Identity can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Defining Americans: The Presidency and National Identity
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Charles Kinsella:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this Defining Americans: The Presidency and National Identity.

Mary Crist:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Defining Americans: The Presidency and National Identity. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Eddie Patten:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Defining Americans: The Presidency
and National Identity to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go
through it. Beside that the reserve Defining Americans: The Presidency and National Identity can to be your
brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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