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Epic Encounters examines how popular culture has shaped the ways Americans define their "interests" in the
Middle East. In this innovative book—now brought up-to-date to include 9/11 and the Iraq war—Melani
McAlister argues that U.S. foreign policy, while grounded in material and military realities, is also developed
in a cultural context. American understandings of the region are framed by narratives that draw on religious
belief, news media accounts, and popular culture. This remarkable and pathbreaking book skillfully weaves
lively and accessible readings of film, media, and music with a rigorous analysis of U.S. foreign policy, race
politics, and religious history.

The new chapter, titled "9/11 and After: Snapshots on the Road to Empire," considers and brilliantly
analyzes five images that have become iconic: (1) New York City firemen raising the American flag out of
the rubble of the World Trade Center, (2) the televised image of Osama bin-Laden, (3) Afghani women in
burqas, (4) the statue of Saddam Hussein being toppled in Baghdad, and (5) the hooded and wired prisoner in
Abu Ghraib. McAlister's singular achievement is to illuminate the contexts of these five images both at the
time they were taken and as they relate to current events, an accomplishment all the more remarkable
since—to paraphrase her new preface—we are today struggling to look backward at something that is still
rushing ahead.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them
is this Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East since 1945, Updated Edition
(American Crossroads).

Michael Cardona:

The book Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East since 1945, Updated
Edition (American Crossroads) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this
book.

Joseph Herbst:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East since 1945, Updated Edition
(American Crossroads) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The
Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East since 1945, Updated Edition
(American Crossroads) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Joyce Pippin:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle



East since 1945, Updated Edition (American Crossroads) this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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