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Is religion inherently violent? If not, what provokes violence in the name of religion? Do we mischaracterize
religion by focusing too much on its violent side?

In this intriguing, original study of religious violence, Prof. Hector Avalos offers a new theory for the role of
religion in violent conflicts. Starting with the premise that most violence is the result of real or perceived
scarce resources, Avalos persuasively argues that religion creates new scarcities on the basis of unverifiable
or illusory criteria. Through a careful analysis of the fundamental texts of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,
Dr. Avalos explains how four "scarce" resources have figured repeatedly in creating religious violence:
sacred space (churches, temples, holy cities); the creation of holy scriptures (exclusive revelations); group
privilege (chosen people, the predestined select few); and salvation (only some are saved). Thus, Avalos
shows, religious violence is often the most unnecessary violence of all since the scarce resources over which
religious conflicts ensue are not actually scarce or need not be scarce.

Comparing violence in religious and nonreligious contexts, Avalos makes the compelling argument that if
we condemn violence caused by scarce resources as morally objectionable, then we must consider even more
objectionable violence provoked by alleged scarcities that cannot be proven to exist. Moreover, he shows
how many modern academic biblical scholars and scholars of religion maintain the value of sacred texts
despite their violence.

This serious philosophical examination of the roots of religious violence adds much to our understanding of
a perennial source of widespread human suffering.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Fighting Words: The Origins Of Religious
Violence. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Fighting Words: The Origins Of Religious Violence. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ruben Martin:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Fighting Words: The Origins Of Religious
Violence is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Gwen Dawes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Fighting Words: The Origins Of
Religious Violence.

Brenda Carey:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Fighting Words: The Origins Of
Religious Violence to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and go through
it. Beside that the guide Fighting Words: The Origins Of Religious Violence can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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