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"I read Peter Y. Paik’s lucid, graceful, ruthless book in one single astonished sitting. I scarred it all over with
arrows and exclamation points, so I can read it again as soon as possible." —Bruce Sterling
 
Revolutionary narratives in recent science fiction graphic novels and films compel audiences to reflect on the
politics and societal ills of the day. Through character and story, science fiction brings theory to life, giving
shape to the motivations behind the action as well as to the consequences they produce.
 
In From Utopia to Apocalypse, Peter Y. Paik shows how science fiction generates intriguing and profound
insights into politics. He reveals that the fantasy of putting annihilating omnipotence to beneficial effect
underlies the revolutionary projects that have defined the collective upheavals of the modern age. Paik traces
how this political theology is expressed, and indeed literalized, in popular superhero fiction, examining
works including Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons’s graphic novel Watchmen, the science fiction cinema of
Jang Joon-Hwan, the manga of Hayao Miyazaki, Alan Moore’s V for Vendetta, and the Matrix trilogy.
Superhero fantasies are usually seen as compensations for individual feelings of weakness, victimization, and
vulnerability. But Paik presents these fantasies as social constructions concerned with questions of political
will and the disintegration of democracy rather than with the psychology of the personal.
 
What is urgently at stake, Paik argues, is a critique of the limitations and deadlocks of the political
imagination. The utopias dreamed of by totalitarianism, which must be imposed through torture, oppression,
and mass imprisonment, nevertheless persist in liberal political systems. With this reality looming
throughout, Paik demonstrates the uneasy juxtaposition of saintliness and cynically manipulative realpolitik,
of torture and the assertion of human dignity, of cruelty and benevolence.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

The book From Utopia to Apocalypse: Science Fiction and the Politics of Catastrophe can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book From Utopia to Apocalypse: Science Fiction and the Politics of Catastrophe? Several
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book From Utopia to Apocalypse: Science Fiction and the
Politics of Catastrophe has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Whitmore:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying From Utopia to Apocalypse: Science
Fiction and the Politics of Catastrophe that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick From Utopia to Apocalypse: Science
Fiction and the Politics of Catastrophe become your own starter.

Larry Swartz:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is From Utopia to Apocalypse: Science Fiction and the Politics of
Catastrophe this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is
why this book appropriate all of you.

Joseph Yancey:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and From Utopia to Apocalypse: Science
Fiction and the Politics of Catastrophe as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you



know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes From Utopia to Apocalypse: Science Fiction and the Politics of
Catastrophe to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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