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“The way Harrison has embedded his entire vision of our predicament implicitly in the particulars of two
poetic lives, his own and Yesenin’s, is what makes the poem not only his best but one of the best in the past
twenty-five years of American writing.”—Hayden Carruth, Sulfur

“Harrison inhabits the problems of our age as if they were beasts into which he had crawled, and Letters to
Yesenin is a kind of imaginative taxidermy that refuses to stay in place up on the trophy room wall, but
insists on walking into the dining room.”—The American Poetry Review

Jim Harrison’s gorgeous, desperate, and harrowing “correspondence” with Sergei Yesenin—a Russian poet
who committed suicide after writing his final poem in his own blood—is considered an American
masterwork.

In the early 1970s, Harrison was living in poverty on a hardscrabble farm, suffering from depression and
suicidal tendencies. In response he began to write daily prose-poem letters to Yesenin. Through this one-
sided correspondence, Harrison unloads to this unlikely hero, ranting and raving about politics, drinking
problems, family concerns, farm life, and a full range of daily occurrences. The rope remains ever present.

Yet sometime through these letters there is a significant shift. Rather than feeling inextricably linked to
Yesenin’s inevitable path, Harrison becomes furious, arguing about their imagined relationship: “I’m
beginning to doubt whether we ever would have been friends.”

In the end, Harrison listened to his own poems: “My year-old daughter’s red robe hangs from the doorknob
shouting Stop.”
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

This Letters to Yesenin (Copper Canyon Classics) are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Letters to Yesenin (Copper Canyon Classics) can be one of
several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
an individual with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Letters to Yesenin (Copper Canyon Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Cynthia Hughes:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Letters to Yesenin
(Copper Canyon Classics) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Letters to Yesenin (Copper Canyon Classics)is a single of several books that will everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Laura Burke:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Letters to Yesenin (Copper Canyon Classics), you could tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Robert Spann:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Letters to Yesenin



(Copper Canyon Classics).
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