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Many Japanese once revered the wolf as Oguchi no Magami, or Large-Mouthed Pure God, but as Japan
began its modern transformation wolves lost their otherworldly status and became noxious animals that
needed to be killed. By 1905 they had disappeared from the country. In this spirited and absorbing narrative,
Brett Walker takes a deep look at the scientific, cultural, and environmental dimensions of wolf extinction in
Japan and tracks changing attitudes toward nature through Japan's long history.

Grain farmers once worshiped wolves at shrines and left food offerings near their dens, beseeching the
elusive canine to protect their crops from the sharp hooves and voracious appetites of wild boars and deer.
Talismans and charms adorned with images of wolves protected against fire, disease, and other calamities
and brought fertility to agrarian communities and to couples hoping to have children. The Ainu people
believed that they were born from the union of a wolflike creature and a goddess.

In the eighteenth century, wolves were seen as rabid man-killers in many parts of Japan. Highly ritualized
wolf hunts were instigated to cleanse the landscape of what many considered as demons. By the nineteenth
century, however, the destruction of wolves had become decidedly unceremonious, as seen on the island of
Hokkaido. Through poisoning, hired hunters, and a bounty system, one of the archipelago's largest
carnivores was systematically erased.

The story of wolf extinction exposes the underside of Japan's modernization. Certain wolf scientists still
camp out in Japan to listen for any trace of the elusive canines. The quiet they experience reminds us of the
profound silence that awaits all humanity when, as the Japanese priest Kenko taught almost seven centuries
ago, we "look on fellow sentient creatures without feeling compassion."
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From reader reviews:

Brian Bottoms:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled The Lost Wolves of Japan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Eric Graves:

The reason? Because this The Lost Wolves of Japan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Donald Scott:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Lost Wolves of Japan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) this guide
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Gloria Lentz:

Beside this specific The Lost Wolves of Japan (Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Lost Wolves of Japan (Weyerhaeuser
Environmental Books) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times
have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this



within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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