
War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful
Savage

Lawrence H. Keeley

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195119126
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195119126
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195119126


War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage

Lawrence H. Keeley

War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage Lawrence H. Keeley
The myth of the peace-loving "noble savage" is persistent and pernicious. Indeed, for the last fifty years,
most popular and scholarly works have agreed that prehistoric warfare was rare, harmless, unimportant, and,
like smallpox, a disease of civilized societies alone. Prehistoric warfare, according to this view, was little
more than a ritualized game, where casualties were limited and the effects of aggression relatively mild.
Lawrence Keeley's groundbreaking War Before Civilization offers a devastating rebuttal to such comfortable
myths and debunks the notion that warfare was introduced to primitive societies through contact with
civilization (an idea he denounces as "the pacification of the past").
Building on much fascinating archeological and historical research and offering an astute comparison of
warfare in civilized and prehistoric societies, from modern European states to the Plains Indians of North
America, War Before Civilization convincingly demonstrates that prehistoric warfare was in fact more
deadly, more frequent, and more ruthless than modern war. To support this point, Keeley provides a wide-
ranging look at warfare and brutality in the prehistoric world. He reveals, for instance, that prehistorical
tactics favoring raids and ambushes, as opposed to formal battles, often yielded a high death-rate; that adult
males falling into the hands of their enemies were almost universally killed; and that surprise raids seldom
spared even women and children. Keeley cites evidence of ancient massacres in many areas of the world,
including the discovery in South Dakota of a prehistoric mass grave containing the remains of over 500
scalped and mutilated men, women, and children (a slaughter that took place a century and a half before the
arrival of Columbus). In addition, Keeley surveys the prevalence of looting, destruction, and trophy-taking in
all kinds of warfare and again finds little moral distinction between ancient warriors and civilized armies.
Finally, and perhaps most controversially, he examines the evidence of cannibalism among some preliterate
peoples.
Keeley is a seasoned writer and his book is packed with vivid, eye-opening details (for instance, that the
homicide rate of prehistoric Illinois villagers may have exceeded that of the modern United States by some
70 times). But he also goes beyond grisly facts to address the larger moral and philosophical issues raised by
his work. What are the causes of war? Are human beings inherently violent? How can we ensure peace in
our own time? Challenging some of our most dearly held beliefs, Keeley's conclusions are bound to stir
controversy.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Land:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this War Before Civilization: The Myth of the
Peaceful Savage to read.

Daniel McCullough:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Fidel Auxier:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This War Before Civilization: The Myth of the
Peaceful Savage can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Nancy Collins:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful
Savage was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book War Before Civilization:
The Myth of the Peaceful Savage has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading this.
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