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Sitting on the beach on a sunny summer day, we enjoy the steady advance and retreat of the waves. In the
water, enthusiastic waders jump and shriek with pleasure when a wave hits them. But where do these waves
come from? How are they formed and why do they break on the shore? In Waves, Fredric Raichlen traces the
evolution of waves, from their generation in the deep ocean to their effects on the coast. He explains, in a
way that is readily understandable to nonscientists, both the science of waves themselves and the technology
that can be used to protect us against their more extreme forms, including hurricanes and tsunamis. After
offering a basic definition of waves and explaining the mechanics of wind-wave generation, Raichlen
describes how waves travel, how they shoal (rise), how they break, and how they transform in other ways.
He goes on to describe, among other things, the complicated sun-Earth-moon combinations that create
astronomical tides (the high and low tides that occur daily and predictably); the effects of waves on the
beach, including rip currents and beach erosion, and on harbors and shipping; and the building of
breakwaters to protect harbors and bays. He discusses hurricanes, storm surges, and hurricane-generated
waves. He offers a brief history of tsunamis, including Sumatra's in 2004 and Japan's in 2011, and explains
the mechanisms that generate them (including earthquakes, landslides, and volcanoes). Waves can be little
ripples that lap peacefully at the shore or monstrous tsunamis that destroy everything in their paths.
Describing the science underlying this astonishing variety, Waves offers a different kind of beach reading.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Waves (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Don Gonzales:

Why? Because this Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

David Briggs:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Richard Daniels:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This reserve Waves (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) was filled about science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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