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Expounding the view that the feminist movement has both encouraged and enriched literature by women,
Katherine Payant examines a large body of popular fiction of the late 1960s through the early 1990s, relating
these writers and works to the women's movement and feminist theories. The study concentrates on popular
fiction, which is seen as evidence of the widespread influence of feminism and as a vehicle for dissemination
of mainstream feminist ideas.

The opening chapter argues that feminist-influenced popular literature has been neglected by critics and
stresses the importance of its study to discern how social movements, such as feminism, affect the arts.
Chapters dealing with the 1970s and 1980s survey relevant feminist theories and tie them to representative
novels. Especially characteristic of the 1970s was the novel of development, of growing up female, or, in
feminist terminology, the social construction of femininity. The 1980s and early 1990s showed themes
broadening into women's experiences, such as motherhood, and bonds between women, including
mother/daughter relationships and friendships. Chosen for special focus in individual chapters are Marge
Piercy, Mary Gordon, and Toni Morrison, all immensely successful during the last twenty years and
reflecting divergent perspectives on feminism. Gordon, writing from an Irish Catholic perspective,
synthesizes feminist ideas with traditional feminine experiences. Morrison celebrates the strength and
laments the pain of African-American women, but shows ambivalence toward some feminist issues in the
light of the experiences of black women. Written in accessible prose, this work will deepen the appreciation
of readers of these novelists and can serve as valuable supplementary reading for courses in women's studies
and women in literature. An extensive bibliography includes primary sources and studies in feminism,
literary criticism, and contemporary women's writing.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular
Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies).

Daryl Church:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Becoming and Bonding:
Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's
Studies) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Felicia Sharpton:

The experience that you get from Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by
American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American
Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this kind of Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by
American Women Writers (Contributions in Women's Studies) instantly.

Gregory Medina:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers
(Contributions in Women's Studies) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to.



The Becoming and Bonding: Contemporary Feminism and Popular Fiction by American Women Writers
(Contributions in Women's Studies) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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