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A man who lived his life mostly in the shadows, Edward M. House is little known or remembered today; yet
he was one of the most influential figures of the Wilson presidency. Wilson's chief political advisor, House
played a key role in international diplomacy, and had a significant hand in crafting the Fourteen Points at the
Paris Peace Conference. Though the intimate friendship between the president and his advisor ultimately
unraveled in the wake of these negotiations, House's role in the Wilson administration had a lasting impact
on 20th century international politics.

In this seminal biography, Charles E. Neu details the life of "Colonel" House, a Texas landowner who rose to
become one of the century's greatest political operators. Ambitious and persuasive, House worked largely
behind the scenes, developing ties of loyalty and using patronage to rally party workers behind his
candidates. In 1911 he met Woodrow Wilson, and almost immediately the two formed what would become
one of the most famous friendships in American political history.

House became a high-level political intermediary in the Wilson administration, proving particularly adept at
managing the intangible realm of human relations. After World War I erupted, House, realizing the
complexity of the struggle and the dangers and opportunities it posed for the United States, began traveling
to and from Europe as the president's personal representative. Eventually he helped Wilson recognize the
need to devise a way to end the war that would place the United States at the center of a new world order.

In this balanced account, Neu shows that while House was a resourceful and imaginative diplomat, his
analysis of wartime politics was erratic. He relied too heavily on personal contacts, often exaggerating his
accomplishments and missing the larger historical forces that shaped the policies of the warring powers.
Ultimately, as the Paris Peace Conference unfolded, differences appeared between Wilson and his counselor.
Their divergent views on the negotiations led to a bitter split, and after the president left France in June of
1919, he would never see House again.

Despite this break, Neu refutes the idea that Wilson and House were antagonists. They shared the same
beliefs and aspirations and were, Neu shows, part of an unusual partnership. As an organizer, tactician, and
confidant, House helped to make possible Wilson's achievements, and this impressive biography restores the
enigmatic counselor to his place at the center of that presidency.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Colonel House: A Biography of Woodrow Wilson's Silent Partner it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

William Tietjen:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Colonel House: A Biography of Woodrow
Wilson's Silent Partner. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Esther Tackett:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Colonel House: A Biography of Woodrow
Wilson's Silent Partner or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Colonel House: A Biography of Woodrow Wilson's Silent Partner to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Denise Barnhart:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Colonel House: A Biography of Woodrow Wilson's Silent Partner when you
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