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In 1880 Nietzsche observed that Goethe had been "not just a good and great man, but an entire culture." The
author of Faust, of exquisite lyric poetry, and of a bewildering variety of other plays, nhovels, and poetry as
well as treatises on botany and color theory, Goethe also excelled as an administrator in the cabinet of Carl
August, Duke of Saxe-Weimar. Now, Nicholas Boyle has written the definitive biography of this
extraordinary figure--indeed, The Poet and the Age is the first full-length, original English-language
biography of Goethe in sixty years.

In this elegant and enjoyable first volume--the first of two projected books--Boyle captures the passions and
poetry of the young Goethe, leading us up to the moment when the French Revolution shook the foundations
of all of Europe. Boyle contends that, although Goethe was certainly as much a part of German socia and
political life as he wasits cultural nucleus, there was no single "Age of Goethe." Instead, Goethe's life
spanned a great divide in European history: half was spent under a monarchy, and half under a middle-class
bureaucracy. Thefirst forty years of Goethe's creative life, rendered by Boyle in captivating detail, saw the
early conception of Faust, and Goethe's rise to literary fame on the heels of his bestselling sentimental novel
The Sorrows of Young Werther, a book which captured the European imagination like no other before it.
Werther became afashion in a strikingly contemporary sense: impassioned readers imitated the clothing, the
sentiments, and even the tragic suicide of the novel's young hero. Napoleon claimed to have read Goethe's
book seven times, and years later Mary Shelley cited it asthe first book read by the monster she created in
Frankenstein. Boyle provides not only close and provocative readings of Goethe's literary works, but also a
vivid portrayal of a convulsive age of revolution, including insightsinto Weimar court life, and accounts of
other master thinkerslike Lessing and Schiller.

Part social history, part literary criticism, thisis biography on a grand scale--as sweeping and magnificent as
thelifeit portrays. Boyle's work is accessible to anyone, and does not assume a prior knowledge of German
history or literature, but it is aso rigorous and original--a major work of scholarship.

Volume Il, The Age of Renunciation, isin preparation.
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From reader reviews:
Anna Maday:

Baook is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The
Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can
feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Dewey Rascon:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It isa good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume l:
The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

L ouise Perez;

Now aday folks who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volumel: The
Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Gene Green:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. Aswe know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could aso bring us to around
the world. From the book Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790)
(Goethe - The Poet & the Age) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Goethe: The Poet and the Age:
Volume I: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age). Y ou can more desirable than
now.



Download and Read Online Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume
|: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age)
Nicholas Boyle #POCSY 16B42H



Read Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of
Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) by Nicholas Boyle
for online ebook

Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age)
by Nicholas Boyle Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Goethe: The Poet and the Age:
Volume I: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) by Nicholas Boyle books to
read online.

Online Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790)
(Goethe - The Poet & the Age) by Nicholas Boyle ebook PDF download

Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |l: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the
Age) by Nicholas Boyle Doc

Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) by Nicholas
Boyle M obipocket

Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volumel: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) by Nicholas
Boyle EPub



