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In his tour de force Blind Memory, Marcus Wood read the visual archive of slavery in eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century America and Britain with a closeness and rigor that until then had been applied only to
the written texts of that epoch. Blind Memory changed the way we look at everything from a Turner seascape
to a crude woodcut in a runaway slave advertisement. The Horrible Gift of Freedom brings the same degree
of rigor to an analysis of the visual culture of Atlantic emancipation.

Wood takes a troubled and troubling look at the iconography inspired by the abolition of slavery across the
Atlantic diaspora. Why, he asks, did imagery showing the very instant of the birth of black slave freedom
invariably personify Liberty as a white woman? Where did the image of the enchained kneeling slave,
ubiquitous in abolitionist visual culture on both sides of the Atlantic, come from? And, most important, why
was freedom invariably depicted as a gift from white people to black people? In order to assess what the
inheritance of emancipation imagery means now and to speculate about where it may travel in the future,
Wood spends the latter parts of this book looking at the 2007 bicentenary of the 1807 Slave Trade Abolition
Act. In this context a provocative range of material is analyzed including commemorative postage stamps,
museum exhibits, street performances, religious ceremonies, political protests, and popular film.

By taking a new look at the role of the visual arts in promoting the “great emancipation swindle,” Wood
brings into the open the manner in which the slave power and its inheritors have single-mindedly focused on
celebratory cultural myths that function to diminish both white culpability and black outrage. This book
demands that the living lies developed around the memory of the emancipation moment in Europe and
America need to be not only reassessed but demolished.
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From reader reviews:

Nannie Hand:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic
World, 1700-1900) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written
in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The
Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic
World, 1700-1900) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following
is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Robert Young:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Horrible Gift of
Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900)
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the
Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the
Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900).

Alfred Gates:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the



Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic
World, 1700-1900) when you desired it?
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