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Mixing idealism with violence, abolitionist John Brown cut awide swath across the United States before
winding up in Virginia, where he led an attack on the U.S. armory and arsenal at Harpers Ferry. Supported
by a“provisiona army” of 21 men, Brown hoped to rouse the slavesin Virginiato rebellion. But he was
quickly captured and, after a short but stormy trial, hanged on December 2, 1859.

Brian McGinty provides the first comprehensive account of the trial, which raised important questions about
jurisdiction, judicial fairness, and the nature of treason under the American constitutional system. After the
jury returned its guilty verdict, an appeal was quickly disposed of, and the governor of Virginiarefused to
grant clemency. Brown met his death not as an enemy of the American people but as an enemy of Southern
slaveholders.

Historians have long credited the Harpers Ferry raid with rousing the country to afever pitch of sectionalism
and accelerating the onset of the Civil War. McGinty sees Brown’strial, rather than hisraid, asthe real
turning point in the struggle between North and South. If Brown had been killed in Harpers Ferry (as he
nearly was), or condemned to death in a summary court-martial, his raid would have had little effect.
Because he survived to stand trial before a Virginiajudge and jury, and argue the case against slavery with
an eloguence that reverberated around the world, he became a symbol of the struggle to abolish slavery and a
martyr to the cause of freedom.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Heider:

Book iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve John Brown's Tria will make
you to be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Sandra McL ean:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject John Brown's Trial
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled
John Brown's Trialis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired |ots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this e-book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world in this particular book.

Danny Floyd:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth aways try to improve their expertisein
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this John Brown's Trial.

Dennis Carson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But aimost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and John Brown's Trial or even others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to
include their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes John Brown's Trial to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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