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With a focus on mainline Protestants and gay rights activists in the twentieth century, Heather R. White
challenges the usual picture of perennial adversaries with a new narrative about America's religious and
sexual past. White argues that today's antigay Christian traditions originated in the 1920s when a group of
liberal Protestants began to incorporate psychiatry and psychotherapy into Christian teaching. A new
therapeutic orthodoxy, influenced by modern medicine, celebrated heterosexuality as God-given and
advocated a compassionate "cure" for homosexuality.

White traces the unanticipated consequences as the therapeutic model, gaining popularity after World War II,
spurred mainline church leaders to take a critical stance toward rampant antihomosexual discrimination. By
the 1960s, a vanguard of clergy began to advocate for homosexual rights. White highlights the continued
importance of this religious support to the consolidating gay and lesbian movement. However, the ultimate
irony of the therapeutic orthodoxy's legacy was its adoption, beginning in the 1970s, by the Christian Right,
which embraced it as an age-old tradition to which Americans should return. On a broader level, White
challenges the assumed secularization narrative in LGBT progress by recovering the forgotten history of
liberal Protestants' role on both sides of the debates over orthodoxy and sexual identity.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Reforming Sodom: Protestants
and the Rise of Gay Rights. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Connie Bannister:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the
Rise of Gay Rights, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Dorothy Frazier:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay
Rights why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

John Wilson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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