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"Spirits of the Place" is a rare and timely contribution to our understanding of religious culture in Laos and
Southeast Asia. Most often studied as a part of Thai, Vietnamese, or Khmer history, Laos remains a terra
incognita to most Westerners - and to many of the people living throughout Asia as well. John Holt's new
book brings this fascinating nation into focus. With its overview of Lao Buddhism and analysis of how
shifting political power - from royalty to democracy to communism - has impacted Lao religious culture, the
book offers an integrated account of the entwined political and religious history of Laos from the fourteenth
century to the contemporary era. Holt advances the provocative argument that common Lao knowledge of
important aspects of Theravada Buddhist thought and practice has been heavily conditioned by an
indigenous religious culture dominated by the veneration of phi, spirits whose powers are thought to prevail
over and within specific social and geographical domains. The enduring influence of traditional spirit cults in
Lao culture and society has brought about major changes in how the figure of the Buddha and the powers
associated with Buddhist temples and reliquaries - indeed how all ritual spaces and times - have been
understood by the Lao. Despite vigorous attempts by Buddhist royalty, French rationalists, and most recently
by communist ideologues to eliminate the worship of phi, spirit cults have not been displaced. Rather they
continue to persist and show no signs of abating. Not only have the spirits resisted eradication, but they have
withstood synthesis, subordination, and transformation by Buddhist political and ecclesiastical powers.
Rather than reduce Buddhist religious culture to a set of simple commonalities, Holt takes a comparative
approach, using his nearly thirty years' experience with Sri Lanka to elucidate what is unique about Lao
Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hendrix:

The knowledge that you get from Spirits of the Place: Buddhism and Lao Religious Culture is a more deep
you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Spirits of the Place: Buddhism and Lao Religious Culture giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific
Spirits of the Place: Buddhism and Lao Religious Culture instantly.

Mary Grays:

The actual book Spirits of the Place: Buddhism and Lao Religious Culture will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Spirits of the Place: Buddhism and Lao
Religious Culture is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Kenneth Hoy:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Spirits of the Place: Buddhism and Lao Religious Culture can be your answer as it can
be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Mary Chapa:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Spirits of the Place: Buddhism and Lao Religious
Culture was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Spirits of the Place:
Buddhism and Lao Religious Culture has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading in which.
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