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In a radical departure from previous ethnographies of food, this book asks how and why food is pivotal to
social relations and forms of identity that emerge as normal and not-normal. It does so by describing the
production, consumption, distribution, and disposal of ‘normal Bengali food’ in middle-class households that
employ cooks from poor classes, and in Bengali restaurants, in contemporary Calcutta (India) and Dhaka
(Bangladesh). In a rare comparative foray into Bengali Hindu and Muslim food-ways on both sides of the
border, the book includes addas (‘idle-talk’) and interviews with both men and women. It initiates a dialogue
that links issues of agency, place, hospitality, and ownership with a new field that places food as an ‘artefact’
at the centre of its inquiry. It invites the reader throughout to approach food afresh, as the key that unlocks
the complexities of what is mundane yet profound — the everyday.

The book thus analyses the constant and fraught negotiations that feed into definitions of normality, class and
identity in the deeply intimate yet intensely public domain of food. Food transactions here provide a window
into shifting configurations of trust, power, and conflict integral to social relationships, shaped by events
such as the 1943–44 Bengal famine, the 1947 partition of India, and the 1971 Bangladesh War.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Robin:

The book Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you can share all of these. Book Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food
has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Russo:

Beside this kind of Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food in your phone,
it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of
Everyday Bengali Food because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!

Edward Roth:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali
Food was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
you wanted.

Olive Griffin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of
Everyday Bengali Food was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Transactions in Taste: The Collaborative Lives of Everyday Bengali Food has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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