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Arwad (now in Syria), Byblos (now Jbeil in Lebanon), Sidon (Saida in Lebanon), and Tyre (Sour in
Lebanon) the four major cites of Persian-period Phoenicia all minted their own coins. Archaeologists and
historians have found these coins to be a major resource for the reconstruction of Phoenician history. They
have increasingly been able to use them to discern important details of Phoenicia's political history that were
previously unknown or were presented only from the perspective provided by the reports of the Greek
historians or were based on knowledge of the Greek language, rather than being based on knowledge of
Semitic languages and the iconography and inscriptions of the Phoenicians themselves. 

For more than two decades, Alain and Josette Elayi have researched the history of the Phoenician cities in
the Persian period before Alexander's conquest. In the first stage of their research, the authors provided an
overview of the Phoenician economy under Persian rule. The second stage provided an analysis of all hoards,
which included Phoenician coins dating to the Persian period. The third stage was an investigation of
Phoenician weights, in which the Elayis used an original method that is also suited to numismatic studies:
they adapted statistical models to these weights, enabling them to establish cautious but solid foundations
for Phoenician metrology. The fourth stage covered the monetary and political histories of the four
Phoenician cities. 

This book on Byblos (in the 5th and 4th centuries) is the third of a series of books; there are two earlier,
similar works on Sidon and Tyre. In A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City of Byblos, the
Elayis' tour de force is the coin catalog, which introduces 1,662 silver Byblian coins, also published in 25
plates. In addition to the usual numismatic analysis (monetary production, number of issues,
manufacturing techniques, and processes), this impressive volume provides information on monetary
inscriptions and iconography and on the history of Byblos. Significantly, it reveals new information on the
Persians' western policy and the history of the other Phoenician cities, as well as on craftsmen in the Levant.
The book is an indispensable reference for understanding coin circulation, trading exchanges, and even the
wars involving the Greeks, Cypriots, and Egyptians in the Phoenician eastern Mediterranean. 
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From reader reviews:

James Boyd:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City of Byblos in
the Fith and Fourth Centuries B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant). Try to make the
book A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City of Byblos in the Fith and Fourth Centuries
B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant) as your buddy. It means that it can being your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Mary Hanlon:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book A Monetary and Political History of
the Phoenician City of Byblos in the Fith and Fourth Centuries B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of
the Levant) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Michael Due:

This book untitled A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician City of Byblos in the Fith and Fourth
Centuries B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant) to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be A Monetary and Political History of the Phoenician
City of Byblos in the Fith and Fourth Centuries B.C.E. (History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant)
why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly



assist you to pick up this book.
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