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American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence examines
spectatorship in American literature at the turn of the twentieth century, focusing on texts by Theodore
Dreiser, Miriam Michelson, Irvin S. Cobb, and Paul Laurence Dunbar. The spectator functions as a lens
through which we view the relationship between violence and social change as depicted in the politically-
charged crowds of fictional lynch mob scenes that expose the central tension of American democracy—the
struggle for balance between the rights of the individual and the demands of the community. This has played
out in American fiction through clashes between crowds and the primarily rural images that have so often
been used to describe America. While this pastoral vision of America has dominated the study of American
literature, this book argues for a reassessment of fiction that takes into consideration that the way the country
defines itself collectively is as significant as the way its people define themselves individually.
This study distinguishes itself from others by bringing together journalism, crowds, lynching, spectatorship,
and literature in new and innovative ways that uncover how American literature at the turn of the twentieth
century confronted and pushed beyond passive observation and static visual performances, which are
traditionally associated with the terms "spectator" and "spectacle." The crowds in fictional lynch mob scenes
clash with the idea of positive collective action because the crowd's vigilantism defies legitimate legal and
democratic processes. Lynch mobs, in contrast to other crowds like strikes or political rallies, do not reclaim
the democratic process from the control of the powerful and wealthy, but rather oppose those practices
violently without regard to justice. As a figure who is simultaneously within and outside the crowd, the
spectator (often in the form of a reporter character) is in a unique position to express the fractures occurring
between the individual and the collective in American society. Racial conflicts are a key aspect of the crowd
scenes examined. American writers contended with these issues by using the spectator to observe, question,
and challenge readers to consider the impact on the structure of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this American Literature, Lynching, and the
Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence.

Jeremy Jones:

Here thing why this kind of American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular
Violence are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in
the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. American Literature, Lynching, and
the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence giving you information deeper as different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with American Literature, Lynching, and the
Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd:
Spectacular Violence in e-book can be your alternative.

Donald Freeman:

You can find this American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.

Eun Christensen:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and American Literature, Lynching, and the
Spectator in the Crowd: Spectacular Violence or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher



or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes American Literature, Lynching, and the Spectator in the
Crowd: Spectacular Violence to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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