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America's Women tells the story of more than four centuries of history. It features a stunning array of
personalities, from the women peering worriedly over the side of the Mayflower to feminists having a grand
old time protesting beauty pageants and bridal fairs. Courageous, silly, funny, and heartbreaking, these
women shaped the nation and our vision of what it means to be female in America.

By culling the most fascinating characters -- the average as well as the celebrated -- Gail Collins, the
editorial page editor at the New York Times, charts a journey that shows how women lived, what they cared
about, and how they felt about marriage, sex, and work. She begins with the lost colony of Roanoke and the
early southern "tobacco brides" who came looking for a husband and sometimes -- thanks to the
stupendously high mortality rate -- wound up marrying their way through three or four. Spanning wars, the
pioneering days, the fight for suffrage, the Depression, the era of Rosie the Riveter, the civil rights
movement, and the feminist rebellion of the 1970s, America's Women describes the way women's lives were
altered by dress fashions, medical advances, rules of hygiene, social theories about sex and courtship, and the
ever-changing attitudes toward education, work, and politics. While keeping her eye on the big picture,
Collins still notes that corsets and uncomfortable shoes mattered a lot, too.

"The history of American women is about the fight for freedom," Collins writes in her introduction, "but it's
less a war against oppressive men than a struggle to straighten out the perpetually mixed message about
women's roles that was accepted by almost everybody of both genders."

Told chronologically through the compelling stories of individual lives that, linked together, provide a
complete picture of the American woman's experience, America's Women is both a great read and a landmark
work of history.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kissel:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll
ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the
book untitled America's Women: 400 Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and Heroines (P.S.) can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Geraldine Carlson:

The book America's Women: 400 Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and Heroines (P.S.) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Stacy Knarr:

Beside this particular America's Women: 400 Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and Heroines (P.S.) in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have America's Women: 400 Years of Dolls, Drudges,
Helpmates, and Heroines (P.S.) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from
currently!

Tim Gonzalez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra America's
Women: 400 Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and Heroines (P.S.).
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