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"Cousin Bette" by Honore de Balzac is generally considered to be the writer's most famous novels, his last
great work before his death. It is a classic novel of revenge, passion, and vices. Along with her friend
Valérie, the title character Bette strategizes for the overwhelming destruction of men in general and her
cousin-in-law Baron Hector Hulot specifically. Hulot sacrifices his family and fortune on a series of
extramarital seductions, and when he becomes interested in Valérie, she and Bette concoct a plan that will
cost the Hulot family their happiness. Bette's actions lead her entire family to self-destruct due to her
insatiable rage and manipulative tactics. Balancing the immoral characters is the virtuous Adeline, Hulot's
wife. Her moral nature and forgiving personality give the dysfunctional family a touch of decency. The story
examines the typical moralistic themes that are mirrored in Balzac's earlier works. Also present are Balzac's
uncensored opinions and depictions of society, contrasted with the stereotypes of men and women during the
high points of French culture during the 19th century. Critics also praise the novel for its realism and use of
historical content and accuracy. Some even consider it the original naturalist text, saying that the society and
environment has a direct effect in shaping human character.
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From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book Cousin Bette had been making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Cousin
Bette is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Cousin
Bette. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

John Krumm:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Cousin Bette why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kurt Gomez:

The book untitled Cousin Bette contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Amber Weitz:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Cousin Bette can make you feel more interested to read.
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