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With warmth and a keen eye for the nuances of history and place, David K. Leff offers this affectionate,
insightful portrait of his adopted home of Collinsville, Connecticut, a village that looked perfectly ordinary
until he fell prey to its rhythms and charm. The town taught him a new way of seeing his environment, and
through this process he discovered what many Americans long for amid the suburban sprawl decried in
James H. Kunstler’s The Geography of Nowhere and many other recent books: a sense of community.

When Leff began to look for a suitable place to raise a family, his criteria were familiar: an affordable fixer-
upper with some historical character, pleasant neighbors, good schools, walkable streets, and attractive
natural surroundings. The suburbs around Hartford were uninviting, so he settled sixteen miles away in
Collinsville, a small village that grew up around—indeed was largely built by—The Collins Company, once
the world’s leading maker of edge tools.

Collins, which supplied the pikes for John Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry, went out of business in 1966, and
Collinsville settled into the familiar decrepitude of many New England mill towns. In spite of its half-alive
state, Leff found in its battered factory buildings and struggling main street an extraordinary place. Built
before the restrictive zoning codes that today keep most Americans in their cars for hours on end,
Collinsville’s mixed-use center has been preserved by industrious residents and a hilly topography marked
by the presence of the Farmington River, which once drove the mill. The landscape designer Frederick Law
Olmsted Sr. lived here at a time when Samuel Collins, the socially minded founder of the company, was
laying out his ideal village for workers and managers.

Leff feels Olmsted’s presence as he walks the village’s uneven streets, often in the company of his children,
musing on its history, politics, and architecture. Living at the center of Collins’s creation years later, Leff has
come to believe, like Olmsted, that human beings are deeply affected by their experience of landscape, and
that local interaction—between parents and teachers, store owners and customers, bar regulars and volunteer
firefighters—matters. The Last Undiscovered Place argues quietly but forcefully for looking at our
landscapes more carefully, as Leff strives for a metaphorical Collinsville that can serve as a way to
rediscover other places, those that already exist and those that are still on the drawing boards of developers
and planners.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Last Undiscovered Place. Try to stumble through book The Last
Undiscovered Place as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Samuel Salamanca:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Last Undiscovered Place is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Catherine Gabel:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Last Undiscovered Place why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Alma Saunders:

The book untitled The Last Undiscovered Place contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new
era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program,
so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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