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Charlie Parker has been idolized by generations of jazz musicians and fans. Indeed, his spectacular musical
abilities--his blinding speed and brilliant improvisational style--made Parker alegend even before his tragic
death at age thirty-four.

Now, in Chasin' The Bird, Brian Priestley offers a marvel ous biography of thisjazz icon, ranging from his
childhood in Kansas City to hisfinal harrowing daysin New Y ork. Priestley offers new insight into Parker's
career, beginning as ateenager single-mindedly devoted to mastering the saxophone. We follow Parker on
hisfirst trip to New Y ork, penniless, washing dishes for $9.00 a week at Jimmy's Chicken Shack, afavorite
hangout of the great Art Tatum, whose stunning speed and ingenuity were an influence on the young
musician. Priestley sheds light on Parker's collaborations with Dizzy Gillespie, Max Roach, Bud Powell,
Mary Lou Williams, and Thelonious Monk, and he illuminates such classic recordings as " Salt Peanuts" and
"A Night in Tunisia" and Parker's own compositions " Shaw 'Nuff" and "Y ardbird Suite"--music which
defined an era. Priestley also gives us an unflinching look at Parker's dark side--the drug abuse, heavy
drinking, and tangled relations with women and the law. He recounts the death of Parker's daughter Pree,
who was only two-and-a-half years old, and Parker's own death at thirty-four, in such wretched condition
that the doctor listed his age as fifty-three.

With an invaluable discography that lists every recording of Charlie Parker that has ever been made publicly
available, here is a must-have biography of atrue jazz giant, one that helps us penetrate the dazzling surface
to grasp the artistry beneath.
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From reader reviews:
John Espitia:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Chasin' The
Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Rick Maldonado:

The book untitled Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker is the guide that recommended to
you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was
did alot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
Y ou also might get the e-book of Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

James Smith:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou will
observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker this book consist alot of
the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Frederica Dawkins:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise fromit. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Chasin' The Bird: The Life and Legacy of Charlie Parker we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Chasin' The Bird: The Life
and Legacy of Charlie Parker. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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