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“A bracing and no-nonsense memoir, infused with fresh takes on love, death, and human nature.” — Kirkus
Reviews, starred review

As with many of us, the life of acclaimed novelist Howard Norman has had its share of incidents of
“arresting strangeness.” Yet few of us connect these moments, as Norman has done in this spellbinding
memoir, to show how life tangles with the psyche to become art. Norman’s story begins with a portrait, both
harrowing and hilarious, of a Midwest boyhood summer working in a bookmobile, in the shadow of a grifter
father and under the erotic tutelage of his brother’s girlfriend. His life story continues in places as far-flung
as the Arctic, where he spends part of a decade as a translator of Inuit tales—including the story of a
soapstone carver turned into a goose whose migration-time lament is “I hate to leave this beautiful
place”—and in his beloved Point Reyes, California, as a student of birds. In the Arctic, he receives news
over the radio that “John Lennon was murdered tonight in the city of New York in the USA.” And years
later, in Washington, D.C., another act of deeply felt violence occurs in the form of a murder-suicide when
Norman and his wife loan their home to a poet and her young son. Norman’s story is also stitched together
with moments of uncanny solace. Of life in his Vermont farmhouse Norman writes, “Everything I love most
happens most every day.”

In the hands of Howard Norman, author of The Bird Artist and What Is Left the Daughter, life’s arresting
strangeness is made into a profound, creative, and redemptive memoir.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you will want this I Hate to Leave This Beautiful Place.

Claudia Weidner:

Here thing why this specific I Hate to Leave This Beautiful Place are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. I Hate to Leave This Beautiful Place giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with I Hate to Leave This
Beautiful Place. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of I Hate to Leave This Beautiful Place in e-book can be your alternative.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be I Hate to Leave This Beautiful Place why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Ryan Maggard:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose the book I Hate to Leave This Beautiful Place to make your
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It
is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the book I Hate to Leave
This Beautiful Place can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of these time.
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