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There are certain moments, such as the American founding or the Civil Rights Movement, that we revisit
again and again as instances of democratic triumph, and there are other moments that haunt us as instances of
democratic failure. How should we view moments of democratic failure, when both the law and citizens
forsake justice? Do such moments reveal a wholesale failure of democracy or a more contested failing,
pointing to what could have been, and still might be?

Public Trials reveals the considerable stakes of how we understand democratic failure. Maxwell argues
against a tendency in the thinking of Plato, Rousseau and contemporary theorists to view moments of
democratic failure as indicative of the failure of democracy, insomuch as such thinking leads to a deference
to authority that unintentionally encourages complicity in elite and legal failures to assure justice. In contrast,
what Maxwell calls "lost cause narratives" of democratic failure reveal the contingency of democratic failure
by showing that things "could have been" otherwise -- and, with public action and response, might yet be. A
politics of lost causes calls for democratic responsiveness to failure via practices of resistance, theatrical
claims-making, and re-narration.

Maxwell makes a powerful case for the politics of lost causes by examining public controversies over trials.
She focuses on the dilemmas and diagnoses of democratic failure in four instances: Edmund Burke's
speeches and writings on the Warren Hastings trial in late 18th century Britain, Emile Zola's writings on the
Dreyfus Affair in late 19th century France, Hannah Arendt's writings on the Eichmann trial in 1960's Israel,
and Kathryn Bigelow's recent narration of (the lack of) trials of alleged terrorist detainees in Zero Dark
Thirty. Maxwell marshals her subtle, historically grounded readings of these texts to show the dangers of
despairing of democracy altogether, as well as the necessity of re-narrating instances of democratic failure so
as to cultivate public responsiveness to such failures in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Loy:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost Causes.

Ginger Beals:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of
Lost Causes. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important a new book Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost Causes. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top record in your reading list is Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost Causes.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Karl Irwin:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost Causes we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Public Trials: Burke, Zola, Arendt, and the Politics of Lost Causes. You can more attractive than now.
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