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Cesar Chavez, the labor organizer and founder of the United Farm Workers of America, was, perhaps, an
unlikely hero. In this biography, his early life is shown to be fairly typical for a boy in a close-knit family of
Mexican Americans who worked the land in Arizona and California and endured hardship and
discrimination. His story reveals the underside of the American Dream, and his later successes in helping
farm workers and building a union to represent them are a testament to something extraordinary in a
seemingly ordinary man.

As a young man, Chavez looked for a way out of the fields in the Navy but only found similar ethnic hatred.
He married and started a family soon after his discharge and returned to the fields. Chavez hated the
injustices meted out to his family and other migrant workers. They were on American labor's last rung,
thousands of individuals making a pittance for their back-breaking work, living in desperate and inhumane
conditions, poisoned by the pesticides, with few rights or leaders on whom to lean. The migrant workers
found a champion in Chavez, who started to see the possibilities of making a difference for those in need. He
began to work for a social service agency in California and met a priest who inspired him to read and learn
about figures such as Mohandas Gandhi. From that point on, his labor activism is legendary. In the context of
the times, with the Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam, and race riots raging, Chavez is shown to slowly build
the farm workers labor movement, along with colleagues such as Dolores Huerta. Using the nonviolent
examples of Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr., from the 1960s until his death in 1993, Chavez launched
strikes, boycotts, marches, and his famous hunger strikes to force concessions from the big growers for better
conditions and pay for the workers. His union lobbied Congress on behalf of the farm workers. Chavez and
his supporters faced police and grower brutality, government surveillance, and death threats, and he was
jailed several times. Like Gandhi, his example is for the ages.
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From reader reviews:

George Cornelius:

This book untitled Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

David Bostick:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

Gary Muldowney:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) can give you a
lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies).

Amy Terrell:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Cesar Chavez: A Biography (Greenwood
Biographies) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Cesar Chavez: A Biography
(Greenwood Biographies) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of the time.
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