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In Dark Mirror, Sara Lipton offers a fascinating examination of the emer gence of anti-Semitic
iconography in the Middle Ages

The straggly beard, the hooked nose, the bag of coins, and gaudy apparel 2the religious artists of medieval
Christendom had no shortage of virulent symbols for identifying Jews. Y et, hateful as these depictions were,
the story they tell isnot as simple asit first appears.

Drawing on awide range of primary sources, Lipton argues that these visual stereotypes were neither an
inevitable outgrowth of Christian theology nor a simple reflection of medieval prejudices. Instead, she maps
out the complex relationship between medieval Christians religiousideas, socia experience, and developing
artistic practices that drove their depiction of Jews from benign, if exoticized, figures connoting ancient
wisdom to increasingly vicious portrayals inspired by (and designed to provoke) fear and hostility.

At the heart of thislushly illustrated and meticulously researched work are questions that have occupied
scholars for ageswhy did Jews becomes such powerful and poisonous symbolsin medieval art? Why were
Jews associated with certain objects, symbols, actions, and deficiencies? And what were the effects of such
portrayals?not only in medieval society, but throughout Western history? What we find is that the image of
the Jew in medieval art was not a portrait of actual neighbors or even imagined others, but a cloudy glassinto
which Christendom gazed to find a distorted, phantasmagoric rendering of itself.
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From reader reviews:
Douglas Holmes:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their
gpare time to take awalk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
titled Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography? Maybe it isto get best activity for
you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Holly Sheehan:

Here thing why this particular Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography are different
and dependable to be yours. First of al reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is
the content is astasty asfood or not. Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of
Anti-Jewish Iconography in e-book can be your alternate.

Nancy Chinn:

Y ou could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of
Anti-Jewish Iconography is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train aswell as
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Michael Spicer:

Beside this specific Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography in your phone, it may
give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got hereisfresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Dark Mirror: The Medieval Origins of Anti-Jewish Iconography because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to missit? Find this book as well asread it from right now!
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