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"At the dawn of the nineteenth century, Saratoga Springs hosted no more than athousand hardy travelers
yearly, Newport floundered in the midst of afifty-year commercia decline, and Coney Island's beach
resembled awind-swept wilderness. A hundred years later, the number of summer visitors to Saratoga had
increased a hundredfold, the antics of high society at Newport transfixed America, and at least five million
pleasure seekers visited Coney annually. "'Those who talk of the mushroom growth of our Western cities,’
declared an astounded writer for Harper's Weekly in 1878, 'might better spend their wonder and enthusiasm
upon our Eastern watering-place." -- From the Introduction

In First Resorts: Pursuing Pleasure at Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney Island, Jon Sterngass follows
three of the best-known northeastern American resorts across a century of change. Saratoga Springs,
Newport, and Coney Island began, he finds, as similar pleasure destinations, each of them featuring "grand"
hotels where visitors swarmed public spaces such as verandas, dining rooms, and parlors. Asthe century
progressed, however, Saratoga remained much the same, while Newport turned to private (and lavish)
"cottages" and Coney Island shifted its focus to amusements for the masses.

Fifty-nineillustrations enliven Sterngass's unique study of the commaodification of pleasure that occurred as
capitalist values flourished, travel grew more accessible, and leisure time became democratized. These three
resorts, he argues, served as forerunners of twentieth-century pleasure cities such as Aspen, Las Vegas, and
Orlando.
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From reader reviews:
Terri Mitchell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
guestion mainly because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need thiskind of First Resorts:
Pursuing Pleasure at Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney Island to read.

Michael Palmateer:

The knowledge that you get from First Resorts: Pursuing Pleasure at Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney
Island is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but First Resorts. Pursuing Pleasure at
Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney Island giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
That makesit easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that First Resorts: Pursuing Pleasure at Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney
Idand instantly.

Roosevelt Alday:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled First Resorts: Pursuing Pleasure at Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney
Island can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kenneth Rogers:

The reason? Because this First Resorts: Pursuing Pleasure at Saratoga Springs, Newport, and Coney Island is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you alot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving



your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | had been
you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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