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In Arguments as Relations, John Bowers proposes a radically new approach to argument structure that has
the potential to unify data from a wide range of different language types in terms of a simple and universal
syntactic structure. In many ways, Bowers's theory is the natural extension of three leading ideas in the
literature: the minimalist approach to Case theory (particularly Chomsky's idea that Case is assigned under
the Agree function relation); the idea of introducing arguments in specifiers of functional categories rather
than in projections of lexical categories; and the neo-Davidsonian approach to argument structure
represented in the work of Parsons and others. Bowers pulls together these strands in the literature and
shapes them into a unified theory.

These ideas, together with certain basic assumptions--notably the idea that the initial order of merge of the
three basic argument categories of Agent, Theme, and Affectee is just the opposite of what has been almost
universally assumed in the literature--lead Bowers to a fundamental rethinking of argument structure. He
proposes that every argument is merged as the specifier of a particular type of light verb category and that
these functional argument categories merge in bottom-to-top fashion in accordance with a fixed Universal
Order of Merge (UOM). In the hierarchical structures that result from these operations, Affectee arguments
will be highest, Theme arguments next highest, and Agent arguments lowest--exactly the opposite of the
usual assumption.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

The book Arguments as Relations (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Arguments as
Relations (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Arguments as Relations (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

James Johnson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for people. The book Arguments as Relations
(Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) was making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Arguments as Relations (Linguistic
Inquiry Monographs) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Arguments as Relations (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs). You never feel lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Mary McClellan:

The reserve with title Arguments as Relations (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) has lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Kathryn Botello:

Arguments as Relations (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Arguments as Relations
(Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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