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An essential work for rock fans and scholars, Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock ‘n’ Roll surveys the
origins of rock ’n’ roll from the minstrel era to the emergence of Bill Haley and Elvis Presley. Unlike other
histories of rock, Before Elvis offers a far broader and deeper analysis of the influences on rock music.
Dispelling common misconceptions, it examines rock’s origins in hokum songs and big-band boogies as well
as Delta blues, detailing the embrace by white artists of African-American styles long before rock ’n’ roll
appeared. This unique study ranges far and wide, highlighting not only the contributions of obscure but key
precursors like Hardrock Gunter and Sam Theard but also the influence of celebrity performers like Gene
Autry and Ella Fitzgerald.

Too often, rock historians treat the genesis of rock ’n’ roll as a bolt from the blue, an overnight revolution
provoked by the bland pop music that immediately preceded it and created through the white appropriation
of music till then played only by and for black audiences. In Before Elvis, Birnbaum daringly argues a more
complicated history of rock’s evolution from a heady mix of ragtime, boogie-woogie, swing, country music,
mainstream pop, and rhythm-and-blues—a melange that influenced one another along the way, from the
absorption of blues and boogies into jazz and pop to the integration of country and Caribbean music into
rhythm-and-blues.

Written in an easy style, Before Elvis presents a bold argument about rock’s origins and required reading for
fans and scholars of rock ’n’ roll history.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll. Try to stumble through
book Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when
you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Before Elvis: The Prehistory of
Rock 'n' Roll that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll become your own
personal starter.

Alex Miller:

The book untitled Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Dawn Fernandez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll or even
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Before
Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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