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Drawing on extensive historical and anthropological research, personal accounts, and interviews with people
who work in the funeral industry, Penny Colman examines the compelling subjects of death and burial across
cultures and societies. The text, enriched with stories both humorous and poignant, includes details about the
decomposition and embalming processes (an adult corpse buried six feet deep without a coffin will usually
take five to ten years to turn into a skeleton) and describes the various customs associated with containing
remains (the Igala people in Nigeria have a custom of burying people in as many as twenty-seven layers of
clothing). Intriguing facts are revealed at every turn; for example, in Madagascar winter was considered the
corpse-turning season.

This comprehensive book also includes a list of burial sites of famous people, images in the arts associated
with death, fascinating epitaphs and gravestone carvings, a chronology and a glossary, and over a hundred
black-and-white photographs, most of which were taken by the author.

Penny Colman writes with compassion and intelligence and humanizes the difficult subjects of death and
burial. The result is a powerful look at an inevitable part of life--death.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial can be great book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Rosa Rogers:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial.

Tyler Emery:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts:
A History of Burial that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial become your current starter.

Nicholas Sheen:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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