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The clarinetist Rebecca Rischin has written a captivating book. . . . Her research dispels several long-
cherished myths about the 1941 premiere. . . . Rischin lovingly brings to life the other musicians-Étienne
Pasquier, cellist; Henri Akoka, clarinetist; and Jean Le Boulaire, violinist-who played with Messiaen, the
pianist at the premiere."-Alex Ross, The New Yorker "This book offers a wealth of new information about
the circumstances under which the Quartet was created. Based on original interviews with the performers,
witnesses to the premiere, and documents from the prison camp, this first comprehensive history of the
Quartet's composition and premiere held my interest from beginning to end. . . . For the End of Time touches
on many things: faith, friendship, creativity, grace in a time of despair, and the uncommon human alliances
that wartime engenders."-Arnold Steinhardt, Chamber Music"The clarification of the order of composition of
the movements is just one of the minor but cumulatively significant ways in which Rischin modifies the
widely accepted account of the events at Stalag VIII A. . . . For the End of Time is a thorough and readable
piece of investigative journalism that clarifies some important points about the Quartet's genesis."-Michael
Downes, Times Literary Supplement The premiere of Olivier Messiaen's Quartet for the End of Time on
January 15, 1941, has been called one of the great stories of twentieth-century music. Composed while
Messiaen (1908-1992) was imprisoned by the Nazis in Stalag VIII A, the work was performed under the
most trying of circumstances: the temperature, inferior instruments, and the general conditions of life in a
POW camp.Based on testimonies by the musicians and their families, witnesses to the premiere, former
prisoners, and on documents from Stalag VIII A, For the End of Time examines the events that led to the
Quartet's composition, the composer's interpretive preferences, and the musicians' problems in execution and
how they affected the premiere and subsequent performances. Rebecca Rischin explores the musicians' life
in the prison camp, their relationships with each other and with the German camp officials, and their
intriguing fortunes before and after the momentous premiere. This paperback edition features supplementary
texts and information previously unavailable to the author about the Quartet's premiere, Vichy and the
composer, the Paris premiere, a recording featuring Messiaen as performer, and an updated bibliography and
discography.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Edmonds:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different type.
Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require
this For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet.

Mary Kerr:

Typically the book For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen
Quartet is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Jean Fair:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet can
give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen
Quartet.

Lillian Burbank:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book For the End of Time: The Story of the Messiaen Quartet
was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book For the End of Time: The Story of
the Messiaen Quartet has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading which.
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