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How can we account for the sudden appearance of such dazzling artists and scientists as Mozart,
Shakespeare, Darwin, or Einstein? How can we define such genius? What conditions or personality traits
seem to produce exceptionally creative people? Is the association between genius and madness really just a
myth? These and many other questions are brilliantly illuminated in The Origins of Genius.
Dean Simonton convincingly argues that creativity can best be understood as a Darwinian process of
variation and selection. The artist or scientist generates a wealth of ideas, and then subjects these ideas to
aesthetic or scientific judgment, selecting only those that have the best chance to survive and reproduce.
Indeed, the true test of genius is the ability to bequeath an impressive and influential body of work to future
generations. Simonton draws on the latest research into creativity and explores such topics as the personality
type of the genius, whether genius is genetic or produced by environment and education, the links between
genius and mental illness (Darwin himself was emotionally and mentally unwell), the high incidence of
childhood trauma, especially loss of a parent, amongst Nobel Prize winners, the importance of unconscious
incubation in creative problem-solving, and much more. Simonton substantiates his theory by examining and
quoting from the work of such eminent figures as Henri Poincare, W. H. Auden, Albert Einstein, Marie
Curie, Charles Darwin, Niels Bohr, and many others.
For anyone intrigued by the spectacular feats of the human mind, The Origins of Genius offers a
revolutionary new way of understanding the very nature of creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Origins of Genius:
Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Nancy Baumgardner:

This Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity are generally reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on
Creativity can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Renee Wood:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is
this Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity.

Lorretta Cox:

The actual book Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.
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