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Analogy is the core of all thinking.

This is the simple but unorthodox premise that Pulitzer Prize–winning author Douglas Hofstadter and French
psychologist Emmanuel Sander defend in their new work. Hofstadter has been grappling with the mysteries
of human thought for over thirty years. Now, with his trademark wit and special talent for making complex
ideas vivid, he has partnered with Sander to put forth a highly novel perspective on cognition.

We are constantly faced with a swirling and intermingling multitude of ill-defined situations. Our brain’s job
is to try to make sense of this unpredictable, swarming chaos of stimuli. How does it do so? The ceaseless
hail of input triggers analogies galore, helping us to pinpoint the essence of what is going on. Often this
means the spontaneous evocation of words, sometimes idioms, sometimes the triggering of nameless, long-
buried memories.

Why did two-year-old Camille proudly exclaim, “I undressed the banana!”? Why do people who hear a story
often blurt out, “Exactly the same thing happened to me!” when it was a completely different event? How do
we recognize an aggressive driver from a split-second glance in our rearview mirror? What in a friend’s
remark triggers the offhand reply, “That’s just sour grapes”? What did Albert Einstein see that made him
suspect that light consists of particles when a century of research had driven the final nail in the coffin of that
long-dead idea?

The answer to all these questions, of course, is analogy-making—the meat and potatoes, the heart and soul,
the fuel and fire, the gist and the crux, the lifeblood and the wellsprings of thought. Analogy-making, far
from happening at rare intervals, occurs at all moments, defining thinking from top to toe, from the tiniest
and most fleeting thoughts to the most creative scientific insights.

Like Gödel, Escher, Bach before it, Surfaces and Essences will profoundly enrich our understanding of our
own minds. By plunging the reader into an extraordinary variety of colorful situations involving language,
thought, and memory, by revealing bit by bit the constantly churning cognitive mechanisms normally
completely hidden from view, and by discovering in them one central, invariant core—the incessant,
unconscious quest for strong analogical links to past experiences—this book puts forth a radical and deeply
surprising new vision of the act of thinking.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Surfaces and Essences: Analogy as
the Fuel and Fire of Thinking will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Robert Marshall:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Surfaces and Essences: Analogy as the Fuel
and Fire of Thinking is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Harry Blalock:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Surfaces and Essences: Analogy as the Fuel and Fire of Thinking book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Surfaces and Essences: Analogy as the Fuel and Fire of Thinking content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Surfaces and Essences: Analogy as the Fuel and
Fire of Thinking is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Helen Williams:

The publication untitled Surfaces and Essences: Analogy as the Fuel and Fire of Thinking is the e-book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of Surfaces and Essences: Analogy as the Fuel and Fire of Thinking from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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