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The phrase "the meaning of life" for many seems a quaint notion fit for satirical mauling by Monty Python or
Douglas Adams. But in this spirited Very Short Introduction, famed critic Terry Eagleton takes a serious if
often amusing look at the question and offers his own surprising answer.

Eagleton first examines how centuries of thinkers and writers--from Marx and Schopenhauer to Shakespeare,
Sartre, and Beckett--have responded to the ultimate question of meaning. He suggests, however, that it is
only in modern times that the question has become problematic. But instead of tackling it head-on, many of
us cope with the feelings of meaninglessness in our lives by filling them with everything from football to
sex, Kabbala, Scientology, "New Age softheadedness," or fundamentalism. On the other hand, Eagleton
notes, many educated people believe that life is an evolutionary accident that has no intrinsic meaning. If our
lives have meaning, it is something with which we manage to invest them, not something with which they
come ready made. Eagleton probes this view of meaning as a kind of private enterprise, and concludes that it
fails to holds up. He argues instead that the meaning of life is not a solution to a problem, but a matter of
living in a certain way. It is not metaphysical but ethical. It is not something separate from life, but what
makes it worth living--that is, a certain quality, depth, abundance and intensity of life.

Here then is a brilliant discussion of the problem of meaning by a leading thinker, who writes with a light
and often irreverent touch, but with a very serious end in mind.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Waldman:

The book The Meaning of Life: A Very Short Introduction gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Meaning of
Life: A Very Short Introduction to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Meaning of Life: A Very Short Introduction. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Holly Murphy:

Here thing why this The Meaning of Life: A Very Short Introduction are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. The Meaning of Life: A Very Short Introduction giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with The Meaning of Life: A Very Short Introduction. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Meaning of Life: A Very Short
Introduction in e-book can be your option.

George Jamison:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Meaning of Life: A Very Short Introduction your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get ahead of. The The Meaning of Life: A Very Short Introduction giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this
era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Catherine Graziani:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book The Meaning of Life: A Very Short Introduction was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some



people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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