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Between the Revolutionary War and the Civil War, the United States was embroiled in competitive inter-
state politics. Although it did not directly involve itself in European affairs, the United States did engage
regularly in dangerous struggles with other states and with colonial powers with territory on the American
periphery. Aside from the War of 1812, the Oregon Crisis, and the Mexican War, other "near misses"
included here—disputes of 1807 and 1809 with Britain, with Spain over East Florida in 1811–13, with
Mexico in 1853, and disputes with Spain over Cuba in 1853–55 and with Mexico in 1858–1860—have been
ignored in the democratic peace literature. Scott A. Silverstone finds these cases particularly useful for
testing alternative explanations of constraints on armed conflict, because the United States backed down each
time, allowing each crisis to pass short of its full potential for violence.

Silverstone builds on a nascent theory of institutional constraints on the use of force presented in the
Federalist Papers to explain American attitudes toward participation in conflicts. He argues that the federal
character of American democracy that emerged from the founding and the large size of the new American
republic provide the keys to understanding its decision-making processes. Divided Union shows how the
institutional features of federal union and the diverse social, economic, and security interests within this
geographically extended republic created political conditions that impeded the use of force by the United
States before the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Hunter:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Divided Union: The Politics of War in the
Early American Republic (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). All type of book are you able to see on many
resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Richard Haley:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Divided Union: The Politics of War in
the Early American Republic (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) book because book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Tammy Campbell:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the book untitled Divided Union: The Politics of War in the Early American Republic (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Leah Humphries:

The particular book Divided Union: The Politics of War in the Early American Republic (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this
book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.
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