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Why did Greek actors in the age of Sophocles always wear masks? In this book, first published in 2007,
David Wiles provided the first book-length study of this question. He surveys the evidence of vases and
other monuments, arguing that they portray masks as part of a process of transformation, and that masks
were never seen in the fifth century as autonomous objects. Wiles goes on to examine experiments with the
mask in twentieth-century theatre, tracing a tension between the use of masks for possession and for
alienation, and he identifies a preference among modern classical scholars for alienation. Wiles declines to
distinguish the political aims of Greek tragedy from its religious aims, and concludes that an understanding
of the mask allows us to see how Greek acting was simultaneously text-centred and body-centred. This book
challenges orthodox views about how theatre relates to ritual, and provides insight into the creative work of
the actor.
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From reader reviews:

William Stewart:

Often the book Mask and Performance in Greek Tragedy: From Ancient Festival to Modern Experimentation
will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Mask and
Performance in Greek Tragedy: From Ancient Festival to Modern Experimentation is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Judith Bryant:

The guide with title Mask and Performance in Greek Tragedy: From Ancient Festival to Modern
Experimentation posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kim Free:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be study. Mask and Performance in Greek Tragedy: From Ancient Festival to Modern Experimentation can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Diana Slama:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mask and Performance in Greek Tragedy: From
Ancient Festival to Modern Experimentation can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these books have than the others?
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