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This bold challenge to conventional notions about medieval music disputes the assumption of pure literacy
and replaces it with a more complex picture of a world in which literacy and orality interacted. Asking such
fundamental questions as how singers managed to memorize such an enormous amount of music and how
music composed in the mind rather than in writing affected musical style, Anna Maria Busse Berger explores
the impact of the art of memory on the composition and transmission of medieval music. Her fresh,
innovative study shows that although writing allowed composers to work out pieces in the mind, it did not
make memorization redundant but allowed for new ways to commit material to memory.

Since some of the polyphonic music from the twelfth century and later was written down, scholars have long
assumed that it was all composed and transmitted in written form. Our understanding of medieval music has
been profoundly shaped by German philologists from the beginning of the last century who approached
medieval music as if it were no different from music of the nineteenth century. But Medieval Music and the
Art of Memory deftly demonstrates that the fact that a piece was written down does not necessarily mean that
it was conceived and transmitted in writing. Busse Berger's new model, one that emphasizes the interplay of
literate and oral composition and transmission, deepens and enriches current understandings of medieval
music and opens the field for fresh interpretations.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrill Height:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Medieval Music and the Art of Memory.

Jennifer Crawford:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Medieval Music and the Art of Memory offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Betty Serrano:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Medieval Music and the Art of Memory was colorful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Medieval Music and the Art of Memory has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
this.

Salina Rodriguez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which
filled update of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference
book, fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just trying to find the Medieval Music and the Art of Memory when you necessary it?
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