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In Rationality and the Reflective Mind, Keith Stanovich attempts to resolve the Great Rationality Debate in
cognitive science--the debate about how much irrationality to ascribe to human cognition. He shows how the
insights of dual-process theory and evolutionary psychology can be combined to explain why humans are
sometimes irrational even though they possess remarkably adaptive cognitive machinery. Stanovich argues
that to fully characterize differences in rational thinking, we need to replace dual-process theories with
tripartite models of cognition. Using a unique individual differences approach, he shows that the traditional
second system (System 2) of dual-process theory must be further divided into the reflective mind and the
algorithmic mind. Distinguishing them will allow us to better appreciate the significant differences in their
key functions: The key function of the reflective mind is to detect the need to interrupt autonomous
processing and to begin simulation activities, whereas that of the algorithmic mind is to sustain the
processing of decoupled secondary representations in cognitive simulation.
Stanovich then uses this algorithmic/reflective distinction to develop a taxonomy of cognitive errors made on
tasks in the heuristics and biases literature. He presents the empirical data to show that the tendency to make
these thinking errors is not highly related to intelligence. Using his tripartite model of cognition, Stanovich
shows how, when both are properly defined, rationality is a more encompassing construct than intelligence,
and that IQ tests fail to assess individual differences in rational thought. He then goes on to discuss the types
of thinking processes that would be measured if rational thinking were to be assessed as IQ has been.
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From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

Often the book Rationality and the Reflective Mind will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Rationality and the Reflective Mind is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Alfred Zoeller:

Rationality and the Reflective Mind can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Rationality and the Reflective Mind yet
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Lana Spalding:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Rationality and the
Reflective Mind.

Buddy Stewart:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Rationality and the Reflective Mind when you required it?
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