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In this lively ethnography Ian Condry interprets Japan’s vibrant hip-hop scene, explaining how a music and
culture that originated halfway around the world is appropriated and remade in Tokyo clubs and recording
studios. Illuminating different aspects of Japanese hip-hop, Condry chronicles how self-described “yellow B-
Boys” express their devotion to “black culture,” how they combine the figure of the samurai with American
rapping techniques and gangsta imagery, and how underground artists compete with pop icons to define
“real” Japanese hip-hop. He discusses how rappers manipulate the Japanese language to achieve rhyme and
rhythmic flow and how Japan’s female rappers struggle to find a place in a male-dominated genre. Condry
pays particular attention to the messages of emcees, considering how their raps take on subjects including
Japan’s education system, its sex industry, teenage bullying victims turned schoolyard murderers, and even
America’s handling of the war on terror.

Condry attended more than 120 hip-hop performances in clubs in and around Tokyo, sat in on dozens of
studio recording sessions, and interviewed rappers, music company executives, music store owners, and
journalists. Situating the voices of Japanese artists in the specific nightclubs where hip-hop is
performed—what musicians and fans call the genba (actual site) of the scene—he draws attention to the
collaborative, improvisatory character of cultural globalization. He contends that it was the pull of grassroots
connections and individual performers rather than the push of big media corporations that initially energized
and popularized hip-hop in Japan. Zeebra, DJ Krush, Crazy-A, Rhymester, and a host of other artists created
Japanese rap, one performance at a time.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Hip-
Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Sarah Brumfield:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Hip-Hop Japan: Rap
and the Paths of Cultural Globalization book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Jeffrey Gorski:

Beside this kind of Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization in your phone, it may give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!

Wanda Hardin:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization can
make you sense more interested to read.
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