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From Jacques Derrida's différance to Henry James's ficelle, the vocabulary of literary theory and criticism
can seem difficult if not opaque. Yet a grasp of these terms can often enhance our enjoyment and
understanding of literature. To help clarify the reader's bafflement, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Literary Terms provides succinct and often witty explanations of over one thousand terms, covering
everything from the ancient dithyramb to the contemporary dub poetry, from the popular bodice-ripper to the
aristocratic masque, and from the social realism of Stalin's era to the magic realism of Gabriel Garcia
Marquez and Salman Rushdie.
Baldick provides the clearest coverage available of the newly coined terms of important contemporary
theories--such as post-structuralism, deconstruction, semiotics, reader-response criticism--offering lucid, up-
to-date definitions of terms such as logocentrism, metacriticism, gynocriticism, narratology, and
foregrounding. Of course, he also includes extensive coverage of traditional drama, versification, rhetoric,
and literary history, of literary schools from Alexandrianism to Transcendentalism, and of terms from
languages other than English, such as samizdat, Grand Guignol, and negritude. Throughout, the author's
emphasis is on helping readers use these terms more confidently, whether in writing (he includes plural and
adjectival forms, and other relevant derivations) or in speaking (easy-to-use pronunciation guides clarify
more than 200 potentially troublesome terms). In addition, the dictionary is thoroughly cross-referenced.
A model reference book, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms will prove invaluable for both
general readers and literature students at all levels.
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From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary
Terms as your daily resource information.

Thomas Paris:

Why? Because this The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Jennifer Mendoza:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Concise Oxford
Dictionary of Literary Terms, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Michael Anderson:

The book untitled The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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