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The First Ethiopians explores the images of Africa and Africans that evolved in ancient Egypt, in classical
Greece and imperial Rome, in the early Mediterranean world, and in the early domains of Christianity.
Inspired by curiosity regarding the origins of racism in southern Africa, Malvern van Wyk Smith consulted a
wide range of sources: from rock art to classical travel writing; from the pre-dynastic African beginnings of
Egyptian and Nubian civilizations to Greek and Roman perceptions of Africa; from Khoisan cultural
expressions to early Christian conceptions of Africa and its people as "demonic;" from Aristotelian
climatology to medieval cartography; and from the geo-linguistic history of Africa to the most recent
revelations regarding the genome profile of the continent’s peoples. The research led to a startling
proposition: western racism has its roots in Africa itself, notably in late New- Kingdom Egypt as its ruling
elites sought to distance Egyptian civilization from its African origins. Kushite Nubians, founders of Napata
and Meroe who, in the eighth century BC, furnished the Black rulers of the twenty-fifth Dynasty in Egypt,
adopted and adapted such dynastic discriminations in order to differentiate their own "superior" Meroitic
civilisation from the world of "other Ethiopians." In due course, Archaic Greeks, who began to arrive in the
Nile Delta in the seventh century BC, internalized these distinctions in terms of Homer’s identification of
"two Ethiopias," an eastern and a western, to create a racialized (and racist) discourse of "worthy" and
"savage Ethiopians." Such conceptions would inspire virtually all subsequent Roman and early medieval
thinking about Africa and Africans, and become foundational in  European thought. The book is richly
illustrated and concludes with a survey of the special place that Aksumite Ethiopia—later  Abyssinia—has
held in both European and African conceptual worlds as the site of "worthy Ethiopia," as well as in the wider
context of discourses of ethnicity and race.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The First Ethiopians: The Image of Africa and Africans in the Early
Mediterranean World can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Vanessa McGinty:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be The First Ethiopians: The Image of Africa and Africans in the Early
Mediterranean World why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Catherine Benavidez:

This The First Ethiopians: The Image of Africa and Africans in the Early Mediterranean World is great guide
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The First Ethiopians: The Image of Africa and Africans in the Early Mediterranean World
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Lisa Phelps:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The First
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